
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   FALL NEWSLETTER - 2011
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Increasingly the influence of Agriculture is reduced by the sheer 
numbers of people drifting into the urban areas. The need for urban 
planning and construction of homes and all the supports that go with it 
requires resources in talent, professional services, financial capital and 
labour. A comment by a planning official told of a weekend opening of a 
new subdivision where 300 people waited in line at eight in the morning to 
get a chance to purchase a building site.  The resources needed to provide 
roads, sewers, water, education, healthcare, and policing will continue. It is 
the natural order of things that as people move out of the rural areas, 
leaving behind half empty schools, smaller community centers, less 
manufacturing and commercial enterprises, that the impact of the rural 
political voice becomes less influential. 
 

The CFBA members servicing this diminishing voice are increasingly 
more specialized; offering truly unique skills.  As the rural population 
reduces, it also becomes more concentrated. This creates a more 
cohesive; more highly educated rural population in the production of 
agricultural outputs. It is ironic that as the rural population shrinks, its role in 
our society increases. What is more important than a dependable source of 
good quality food?   
 

The importance of agriculture is undeniable. It is critical that this voice 
be heard when planning is done, when regulations are written, when 
expenditures are allocated by governments.  This includes, for the farm 
building industry, being at the table when codes are written. From structural 
integrity, fire safety, ventilation and heating systems, manure systems, 
environmental standards, and so on, there are very specialized 
requirements that are specific to the farm building industry.   
  
 
 
 



 
The Association is working on how to be involved in the changes that 

are coming to the National Farm Building Code.  Will Teron, from Tacoma 
Engineers, has volunteered his time to keep abreast of this for us and he 
will continue reporting about this to our members as this critical document 
is modernized. Progress will take time, but the effects of a new NFBC will 
have significant impact on our members and their customers for 
generations to come. We are working with other Associations and with 
government agencies towards this objective. 
 

I recall the movie “Ghost Busters”.  They have a line in there theme 
song, “Who you gonna call?” ………….the “Ghost Busters” of course. 
When it comes to getting the facts about the needs of the farm building 
industry and their clients, we know who you are going to call ……………the 
“Barn Builders” of course; the “CFBA Barn Builders.” 
 

Sweater weather is here again. I just finished the Terry Fox Run. It is 
a great time of the year, the harvest season; the season of colours and 
Thanksgiving.   We do have so much to be thankful for. 
 
Be happy, it is a great way to live. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Gary Van Bolderen 
  President 
 
 
 

 



Communities must be more resilient to deal with climate change 

September 13, 2011 - The frequency and severity of 

extreme weather events linked to climate change – 

such as heavy rainfall, ice storms, hurricanes, heat 

waves, and storm surges – are among the most 

severe and direct threats to Canadians’ security and 

safety.  

 

Although climate change is global, it is a local issue 

when bad weather rolls in. So resilience needs to be 

fostered among communities and even individuals. 

Community resilience cannot be imposed from the 

top down – it must come from the bottom up, says a report from The Conference Board of Canada released 

today. 

 

“Our climate is changing now and this has real implications for public safety and national security. We need to 

put more emphasis on enabling communities and individuals to prepare themselves for the impact of climate 

change and to deal with its consequences,” said John Neily, Director of the Conference Board’s Centre for 

National Security, which produced the report, Beyond Sandbagging: Building Community Resilience to the 

Impacts of Climate Change. 

 

Community resilience is the ability to absorb, adapt to or bounce back from a disruptive event. “Citizens must 

be actively involved in influencing and making the decisions that affect them. This means participating in the 

identification of local threats and vulnerabilities, and in the planning and preparation required to address them,” 

said Neily. 

 

All levels of government still have roles to play in helping local communities prepare for and respond to 

emergencies. In particular, senior levels of government can provide expertise, money and equipment that are 

beyond the reach of most individual communities. Government actions can include: 

 

• Zoning legislation and regulation that reduces risks for local communities by preventing construction on flood 

plains;  

• Early warning systems that enable communities to prepare themselves for dangerous weather; and  

• Comprehensive research and risk analysis that can help inform local communities about potential threats. 

 

To develop effective plans at the community level, governments must take full advantage of the knowledge of 

local organizations, businesses and individuals. Building on models such as the National Platform on Disaster 

Risk Reduction, the report suggests that a stronger framework is needed for discussing risks related to climate 

change and how Canadian communities can become more resilient. 



OUTDOOR FARM SHOW 
 
 
From September 13 to the 15 the 

Ready Mixed Concrete 
Association and the Canadian 
Farm Builders Association attend 
the Outdoor Farm Show in 

Woodstock Ontario. The weather this 
year was excellent and so was the 
attendance of both farmers and 
contractors at this year’s show.  
  
At the booth area both RMCAO and 
CFBA hand portable booths highlighting 
the past CFBA award winners and had staff on hand full time to address any questions that the participants 
raised. This year also included a hands on demonstration every day at 11:30 where the RMCAO placed self‐
consolidating concrete (SCC). 
  
SCC is a highly flowable concrete mixture that has been designed at the concrete plant to be placed with no 
internal vibration and can be placed and finished by a single person in a matter of minutes. The SCC 
demonstration each day consisted of placing and finishing a 10’ x 30’ concrete pad in as little time as 6’ 
minutes. This rapid placement was achieved by using the SCC’s self‐leveling ability to fill the form via the use 
of just gravity and having a single worker apply a “Bar‐&‐GO” finish to the surface (just slightly jiggle the 
concrete surface with a 4’ aluminum bar). 
  

The major advantages to SCC include its 
ability to flow into highly congested 
rebar placements without the use of 
vibration, its cost saving ability in 
dramatically reducing the concrete 
placement and finishing crew size, and 
the high quality material properties of 
the product ( 40 – 60 MPa concrete). 
The only limitation relates to the fact 
that when in is used for flatwork 
applications, the surface must not have 
a significant slope since the product is 
self‐leveling. 
  
  

Bart Kanters, P.Eng. MBA 
Director of Technical Services 

Ready Mixed Concrete Association of Ontario 
365 Brunel Road - Unit #3 

Mississauga, Ontario, L4Z 1Z5 
Phone: (905) 507‐1122 Ext. 222 * Fax: (905) 890‐8122 

  
Membership is Everything 

 



   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOURNAMENT SPONSORS 
1. Alstructural Handling Inc. 
2. Andex/Agway Metal Products Ltd. 

3. Dufferin Concrete 
4. Dutchmasters Construction Services 
5. ExSteel Building Components 

6. Federated Insurance 
7. H. Van Moorsel Insulation 
8. Lafarge Canada 

9. R.M.C.A.O 
10. SFS Intec Inc. 
11. Sun North Systems Ltd. 

12. Tacoma Engineers Inc. 

CLOSEST TO THE PIN 
  Sponsored by H.Van Moorsel Insulation 
  WINNER: Dan Reymer 
 

LONGEST DRIVE 
  Sponsored by Form & Build Supply 
  WINNER: Jesse McCann 
 

CLOSEST TO THE KEG 
  WINNER: Harry de Vries 
 
 

A nice sunny day made for an excellent 
game of golf.  Thank-you to all of this 

year’s sponsors for their generous 
donations.  It is our committed sponsors 

who make these events a success! 

 

92 Members 

golfed in this year’s 
tournament!! 

 2011 CHAMPION 
DUFFERIN CONCRETE 

Score = -10 
 

 

 
 

RAISED $1,360 
 

Closest to the pin winner 
Steve Cronsberry 



EFFECT OF ROOF OBSTRUCTIONS ON   
AGRICULTURAL SNOW LOADS 

Prepared by Sean Henry, P.Eng 
Structural Engineer, Tacoma Engineers   

How could adding a snow fence to my barn roof cause the trusses to become structurally inadequate?  

A reduction in design snow load based on an increased roof slope has been permitted by the National 

Building Code of Canada (NBCC) since 1941.  It is only recently (NBCC 1990) that further reductions in 

snow load have been permitted for roofs clad with a slippery material, such as sheet metal.  This snow 

load was even further reduced in 1995 for farm building of low human occupancy (National Farm 

Building of Canada). 

Research has shown reduced snow loads occur on sloping roofs covered with sheet metal, as compared 

to roofs covered with asphalt shingles.  This reduction is for smooth, slippery farm building roofs where 

snow is free to slide.   

The reduction in snow load on steeper roofs is attributed to a combination of the obvious fact that it’s 

easier to slide down a steeper slope and that the snow that does accumulate tends to be newer snow 

and not as dense as older compact snow.  

In this day of ever increasing competition and tighter margins, it makes sense to try and reduce the 

design snow load on farm buildings to help reduce material costs.  Unfortunately, some assumptions 

about snow loads are being used incorrectly.  Not all barn roofs are the same. 

The term “slippery roof” has become the norm in the design of farm roof structures.  This approach can 

reduce the design snow load up to 20% on a 4/12 pitch, which can equate to a substantial cost savings.  

But unfortunately this “slippery roof” design approach is not valid when there are obstructions on the 

roof which hold the snow from sliding off completely. 

The National Farm Building of Code of Canada 1995 indicates the following: 

Designers shall ensure that snow will be free to slide before taking this reduction.  This reduction 

does not apply to roof slopes terminating at grade, at a roof valley or at another roof of flatter 

slope because the snow mass may pile up or refuse to bend at the transition.  Other obstructions 

may include chimneys, silos and ice guards. 

The slippery roof reduction for snow design loads is a great way to reduce material costs, but it must be 

handled with care and may not be suitable for your building. 

It is common and usually prudent to install a snow fence or barrier on the roof above building entrances 

to protect the building’s occupants.  This small addition of snow fences to a roof designed with the 

“slippery roof” reduction will likely increase the design snow load far past the structural capacity of the 

roof framing.  

Open communication between the contractor, designer, building engineer and truss designer is 

imperative to ensure a well designed roof system.      

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UPDATES, PROGRAMS, SERVICES 
●   “Edgefund” Goderich Rebuild Support   
●   Goderich Tornado Relief Fund     
●   Taste Of Huron Activities     
●   Rural Food Conference – Sept 17     
●   Farmers Market Sarnia     
●   Ausable Bayfield Fall Tree Program    
●   Environmental Farm Plan     
●   Traceability Foundations Initiative    
●   Features Of The Outdoor Farm Show   
●   CKNX Radio Farm Advisory Board Bursary   
●   Eastern Ontario Food Conference    
●   Monsanto’s Genuity Project     
●   Post-Secondary Scholarships In Lambton   
●   Emergency Management 
●   Thanks to Emergency Personnel and Volunteers!  
●   Severe Summer Storms     
●   Key Contacts & Omafra Resources                          
●   Small Business Seminars  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENTS 
Sept 30/Oct 2 - Brooke Alvinston Fair 
Sept 30/Oct 7 - Growing Your Farm Profits   
Sept 30/Oct 2 - Brooke-Alvinston & Watford Fair 
October 1/2 - Port Elgin Pumpkinfest  
October 2 - Composting Course 
October 1/3 - Howick-Turnberry Fair 
October 6 - Provincial Election 
October 7/10 - Brigden Fall Fair 
October 8 - Bruce Federation of Agriculture Annual Meeting 
October 15 - Managing Your Cover Crops for Healthy Soil 
October 18/19 - Leading Edge Summit  
October 20 - Bridges to Better Business  
Oct 18/Oct 25 - Growing Your Farm Profits 
October 27/29 - “Bring Food Home” Conference  
October 7/10 - Brigden Fair 
November 1/5 - 2011 International Goat Symposium  
November 3 - Huron Tourism Association Fall Dinner  
November 4/13 - Royal Agricultural Winter Fair 
Nov 15/Nov 22 - Growing Your Farm Profits  
November 19 - Ecological Farmers of Ontario Annual 
General Meeting 
November 30 - Forage Focus 2011 Conference 
Dec 1/Dec 8 - Growing Your Farm Profits  
December 6 - Poultry Producer Update  
December 8 - Lambton Young Agriculturalists  

SPECIAL EDITION 

PREMIER'S AWARD FOR AGRI-FOOD INNOVATION EXCELLENCE PROGRAM 
The Premier's Award for Agri-Food Innovation Excellence program is accepting applications now until November 14, 
2011. The program recognizes innovators who contribute to the success of Ontario's agri-food sector.  

Eligible applicants could receive:  
 a Premier's Award of $75,000  
 a Minister's Award of $50,000  
 new this year, one of three Leaders in Innovation Awards, of $25,000 each; or,  
 one of 45 regional awards of $5,000 each  

Program applications will be reviewed by two independent panels made up of representatives from across Ontario's agri-
food industry.   ******Submit your application postmarked by 5 p.m. on Monday, November 14, 2011 to: 
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 
1 Stone Road West, 3rd Floor SW 
Guelph, Ontario N1G 4Y2 
Attn: Premier's Award 
On-line at: www.ontario.ca/agrifoodinnovation  * E-mail: premiersagrifoodinnovationaward@ontario.ca 
Fax: 519-826-3442 
 



 
 

Ontario Appoints First Chief Prevention Officer 

Ontario has appointed George Gritziotis as the province's first Chief Prevention Officer as part of 
its commitment to workplace health and safety. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment Blitz 
In October 2011, Ministry of Labour inspectors will check that the selection, use and maintenance 
of PPE is appropriate for the hazards present. Workers not using PPE when required, or using 
inappropriate or poorly maintained PPE, are at risk of injury and illness.  
 

Clean Air Focus In Mining Blitz 
Ontario will target hazards affecting clean air in underground mines across the province in 
October 2011. Mining inspectors will check underground ventilation and diesel equipment to 
ensure mine workers have an adequate supply of clean air. 
 
Stakeholder Consultation Summary 
Earlier this year, the ministry sought input from representatives and specialists from various 
industries and sectors to shape and improve our workplace health and safety strategy. The 
consultations were popular, attracting twice as many attendees as the previous year. Read about 
what was discussed and key issues that were identified. 
 
Natural Disasters FAQs 
Natural disasters can happen at any time, anywhere. In the event of a tornado, flood or other 
emergencies, Ontario’s employers and employees have duties and rights under the law. Learn the 
answers to these – and more – in our Natural Disaster FAQs. 
 
 
 

**********************************************************************************************

 
 
          
   2-Minute News 
 
●     MOL looking at access equipment in August blitz 
●     Set-up concrete pumps on site safely 
●     Transportation Safety Group seminar: An inside look 
●     IHSA achieves accreditation for national safety program 

  

 



 

IHSA and Toronto committee host two-day safety show 
 
 
The Toronto Regional Labour Management Health & Safety Committee and the Infrastructure Health & Safety Association 
(IHSA) are hosting the first Toronto Safety Show. There will be hands-on demonstrations of safety equipment as well as 
information sessions on popular topics in health and safety. 
 
The event takes place on Friday, October 21 from noon to 8 pm and Saturday, October 22 from 9 am to 4 pm at IHSA’s 
Etobicoke training facility (21 Voyager Court South). Admission is free for this event. 
 
Whether you are a one-person firm, a major construction company, a safety professional, or an interested party, this show 
is for you. 

     Participate in live demonstrations and information sessions 
     Learn from the manufacturer about CO gas and multi-gas detecting equipment. 
     See demos of new and innovative fall protection devices and equipment. 
     Check out some new and cool personal protective equipment. 
     Take a look at some high-visibility apparel made right here in Ontario. 
     We will have arc-flash clothing and protective gloves of all kinds for all needs. 
     Examine some “working alone” products to help monitor your employees. 
     There will be live demos on testing rigging equipment and information sessions on proper rigging... we’re not 

pulling your chain! 
     Having difficulty understanding the intent of “due diligence”? Come by and meet representatives of some of the 

leading OHSA law firms. 
     Get to know the staff of the Infrastructure Health & Safety Association. 
     Pick up safety signs for your office or construction site. 
     Attend first aid demos and information sessions from St. John’s Ambulance.  

 
Check out the latest and greatest offerings from manufacturers, suppliers and companies. 
We hope to see you there! 
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Canadian Farm Builders Association 
         Annual General Meeting 
                  & Conference 

                   Friday, February 3rd 2011 
                                    Stratford, Ontario 
 
 
 
 
 






