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www.ontariofarmer.com

New mortgage or refinancing?
Loan for equipment purchase or repair?

Get competitivg rates and fast turn around!

A
a

services and has the tools to getyou, and your
equipment, from planting to harvesting!

Everyday banking, borrowing
and investing at locations across
Southwestern Ontario ... PLUS
1000s of ATMs

Meet with Sandra at a branch, or at your farm.
P: 519-348-8448 E: seedy@yncu.com

Your,
Neghponros

www.yncu.com/agriculture

MARKET FARM
EQUIPMENT LTD

PLANTER
CROSS AUGER

 Tubes, hoppers, drops & flighting are all made
of heavy gauge plastic to eliminate any rusting.

© The 6” cross auger mounts directly above fer-
tilizer boxes, distributing the fertilizer through
the plastic drops.

 Shut off slides can be used to limit amount of
fertilizer deposited in each box.

 This system comes complete w/hydr. motor,
shut off slides, control valve & all necessary
mounting brackets.

 Bearing overflow plate suspends flighting

inside tube.
Find us on li

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER

Hwy. 21 North of Grand Bend, R.R.#1, Dashwood, Ont.
www.marketfarmequipment.com

(519)
238-2301

Count on@atz>Silo Unloaders

to deliver efficient, reliable performance!
Lowertime and labor costs. Raise your bottom line.

odel 98C Surface Drive
12 to 30 ft. dia.

¢ High-volume unloading!

Model RD-2200 Ring Drive

Model A1 ™ SERIES I Smgle Auger
12 to 24 ft. dia.

¢ Unique, simple design for easy installation!

¢ Fast delivery from silo to chute!

12 to 24 ft. dia,

Rebuild kits

| Patz KIP (Keep-it-Patz)
packages available
Special on New In Stock
Patz A1 Silo Unloaders

Financing
Available!

e Maximum performance in hard-packed & frozen feeds!
For more information Contact:

EMBR
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o
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Agri Automation
Systems
352 James Rd, Dunnville, ON
905-774-7737 _

Ph: 519-423-9595 » www.embrofarm.com (M;)

Good Used Rebuilt Unloaders With Warranty Available!

VFacilities

Government grants geared
toward retrofit, efficiency

And keep your computer
finger poised over the
application form ‘send’
button, because time-
lines are short

BY BOB REID
Ontario Farmer

Stratford — The provincial
purse currently opens more
readily for farmers wanting to
retrofit existing buildings and/
or improve efficiency to
increase profits than those
wanting to construct a new
building.

That was the message
brought to the Canadian Farm
Builders Association annual
meeting here recently by Vicki
Hillborn, engineer specialist
with Ontario Ministry of Agri-
culture, Food and Rural Affairs
(OMAFRA).

She also suggested farmers
be quick off the mark in apply-
ing for government funding
once they have decided on a
project.

“The time line for grants is
often short,” said Hillborn,
urging them to have a Google
alert poised over all available
computer-listed programs to
make them aware of grants as
they become available.

She cited the five-year,
$250-million Dairy Farm

Vicki Hillborn: “Always have
the next project in mind.”

Investment Program that was
fully subscribed within a
week of announcement in
2017, on a first-come-first-
served basis. Opening date
for the 2018 program has not
yet been announced.

Usually the opening date for
application is announced one
month prior, said Hillborn.

Farmers should have a list of
ideas to increase profit and
improve efficiency at the ready.

“Always have the next proj-
ect in mind,” said Hillborn.

Approach grant applications
similar to approaching a bank
loan application, added Hill-
born, with a strong business
plan, a succession plan and a
financial team in place.

A number of grant programs
are available for energy savings

in electricity and gas with a
focus on greenhouses.

The Canadian Agriculture
Program will be available
April 1 with the $3-billion fed-
eral program geared toward
farm expansion.

The Northern Heritage Fund
provides a multitude of funding
for farm properties north of
Sudbury in Northern Ontario.
That includes grants of up to
$200,000 for 50 per cent of the
cost of starting a new business
in Northern Ontario.

Being a resident of Northern
Ontario is not a requirement of
the fund, said Hillborn.

The Sustainable New Agri-
food Program (SNAP) offer
grants up to $10,000. That pro-
gram closes March 31.

The Advanced Payment Pro-
gram allows farmers (except
those in dairy) to apply for a
loan of up to $400,000 to cover
operating costs until product is
sold. The government also pays
the interest on the first
$100,000.

Many government grant pro-
grams are under-subscribed,
said Hillborn.

“There are a lot of govern-
ment programs out there so
keep looking all the time.”

The OMAFRA web site is
www.ontario.ca/omafra.

Perth County joins WAZE Connected

’I‘he County of Perth recently
announced a data-sharing

partnership with Waze, the free,
real-time crowd-sourced traffic
and navigation app powered by
the world’s largest community
of motorists.

Designed as a two-way data
share of publicly available traf-
fic information, the Connected
Citizens Program promotes
real-time traffic information
and safer roads for citizens of
Perth County along with hun-
dreds of other partners around
the world including Toronto,
Montreal and Winnipeg.

Waze provides partners with
real-time, anonymous, Waze-
generated incident, safety and
slow-down information
directly from the source: trav-
ellers themselves. In exchange,
Perth provides real-time gov-
ernment-reported construction
and road closure data to Waze
to return one of the most con-

cise, thorough overviews of
current road conditions today.

“We are excited about this no
cost partnership with Waze.
When we implemented the
Municipal 511 road closure sys-
tem this summer our goal was to
make closures in our system
available to our communities
through live feeds to systems
like Waze,” said Dave Colvin,
Perth County’s emergency man-
agement coordinator.

“We have worked closely with
our Municipal 511 provider
Transnomis Solutions to make
this connection, and they are
working to connect with other
services including Google
Maps, Garmin and TomTom.
The fact that this is a two-way
exchange of information means
that our internal Municipal 511
users also receive real-time
updates from travellers.”

The Waze map evolves with
every report it receives, promot-

Citizen’s Program

ing safer roads and sharing more
knowledge with Waze users
(Wazers) about hazards and
potential delays to their travels.
The Connected Citizens pro-
gram yields even more data, giv-
ing local citizens a greater
ability to avoid road closures and
traffic jams within the app. In
addition, users can flag traffic
and weather hazards, accidents
and emergency vehicle locations
to provide other travellers with
real-time safety alerts. Perth
County can also provide Wazers
with advanced notice of major
traffic events (such as parades)
that will affect their daily routes.
For more information, visit
www.perthcounty.ca/emer-
gency. To find out more about
Waze Connected Citizens Pro-
gram, visit http://waze.com/ccp.
To download the free Waze
app for iOS or Android, visit
http://www.waze.com/get.



