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Omnibus Bill Includes Construction Act Amendments  
Amendments to the Construction Act are included in Bill 60, Fighting Delays, Building Faster Act, 2025, an 
omnibus Bill that amends 15 statutes and enacts one new one, that was tabled in the Ontario legislature 
on October 23rd.  The Construction Act amendments are the expected refinements to the statute that 
compliment proposed regulations that were posted on the Regulatory Registry on August 25th for a 
consultation that closed on September 24th.   

Because of the commitment of the government that’s captured in the Bill’s name, we expect it to move 
quickly through the legislative process and receive Royal Assent before MPPs rise for their winter break on 
December 11th.  The amendments and the proposed regs could come into force as early as January 1, 2026. 

For the text of Bill 60, click on the following link: 

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-60  

To access the details of the Regulatory Registry consultation that closed on September 24th, click on the 
following link: https://www.regulatoryregistry.gov.on.ca/proposal/51633 

Bill 56, Building a More Competitive Economy Act, 2025
On October 20th, the Ontario legislature’s first day 
back in session, the Minister of Red Tape Reduction, 
Andrea Khanjin, tabled Bill 56, Building a More 
Competitive Economy Act, 2025, for First Reading.  
The Bill proposes to amend the following:  

•	 Clean Water Act, 2006 
•	 Crown Forest Sustainability Act, 1994  
•	 Drug and Pharmacies Regulation Act 
•	 Healing Arts Radiation Protection Act 
•	 Highway Traffic Act 
•	 Ontario Heritage Act 
•	 Ontario Labour Mobility Act, 2009 
•	 Regulated Health Professions Act, 1991 
•	 Species Conservation Act, 2025 
•	 Amendments to Regulated Health Professions 

Statutes 

•	 Consequential Amendments in Respect of 
the Species Conservation Act, 2025 and other 
related Amendments 

In respect of the proposed Highway Traffic Act 
amendments in Bill 56, among other provisions, 
if passed, the existing authorities that allow 
municipalities to install speed enforcement cameras 
would be repealed. 

The proposed amendments to the Labour Mobility 
Act build upon changes that were made to the statute 
earlier this year to facilitate the mobility of workers 
who are certified by the various regulatory authorities 
in other provinces or territories, to perform work in 
Ontario. 

For the full text of Bill 56, click on the following link: 

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/
parliament-44/session-1/bill-56#BK9   

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-60
https://www.regulatoryregistry.gov.on.ca/proposal/51633
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-56#BK9
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-56#BK9


Council of Ontario Construction Associations  |  926 - 123 Edward ST, Toronto M5G 1E2  |  416.968.7200  |  www.coca.on.ca

COCA
GOVERNMENT
RELATIONS REPORT Octobber  2025

Government Invests $8.6M to Help Women Access Trades Careers 
The provincial government recently announced an investment of $8.6 million from the Skills Development 
Fund to help more than 1,700 women across the GTA access training and prepare for good-paying, in-demand 
jobs in the skilled trades. 

Grants are being made to the following organizations: 

•	 Enercare Home Services is receiving $186,170 to deliver eight bootcamps across York Region for 240 
young women in Grades 7 to 12. Each bootcamp will provide transportation, tools, safety equipment 
and educational materials, while offering hands-on experience and mentorship in electrical, plumbing 
and HVAC in a safe environment. 

•	 Newcomer Women's Services Toronto is receiving $2,500,000 to provide racialized immigrant and 
refugee women with skills development training in project management, digital literacy and non-
profit management. Participants will receive training stipends and employment counselling supports, 
including job interview practice and resume writing. 

•	 Provincial Building and Construction Trades Council of Ontario is receiving $756,252 to support women 
in the skilled trades, by developing and delivering information sessions, courses in financial wellness 
and construction writing. Participants will receive in-person and online training for 40 weeks and be 
introduced to employers for jobs in the construction trades.  

•	 Brands for Canada is receiving $491,000 to empower young women to enter skilled trades jobs in the 
manufacturing sector through individualized and comprehensive training workshops, virtual modules, 
mentorship programs and industry placements.  

•	 The Career Foundation’s A Women’s Work is receiving $2,399,745 to train 260 women for in-demand 
careers in the skilled trades. Participants will receive hands-on training in areas such as tiling, drywall, 
framing, painting and roofing, along with comprehensive wraparound supports, including mentorship, 
self-esteem workshops and gender-focused training — setting them up for meaningful and lasting 
careers.

Budget Timing 
Ontario’s Minister of Finance, Peter Bethlenfalvy, will deliver his Fall Economic Statement (FES, essentially a 
mini budget) on November 6th.  With a whopping majority in the legislature, there is no chance that the FES 
Bill will not pass through the law making process. 

The Government of Canada has decided to move the timing of its annual budget from the Spring to the Fall 
and the 2025 financial blueprint will be delivered by the Minister of Finance and Revenue, Francois-Philippe 
Champagne, on November 4th.  (It’s expected that the CPCs and the Bloc will oppose the budget so the fate 
of Mark Carney’s minority Liberal government may be in the hands of the NDP.)    

Our provincial government is not considering changing its budget timing to align with the federal government.



Council of Ontario Construction Associations  |  926 - 123 Edward ST, Toronto M5G 1E2  |  416.968.7200  |  www.coca.on.ca

COCA
GOVERNMENT
RELATIONS REPORT Octobber  2025

Infrastructure Ontario’s October 2025 Market Update 
This morning, Infrastructure Ontario unveiled its October 2025 Market Update, filled with insights into 
upcoming projects and developments.  

 Highlights included:  

•	 A list of 25 projects in pre- and active procurement, with a value totalling more than $30 billion in 
estimated design and construction costs.  

•	 20 government announced projects in the initial stages of planning   
•	 Three new projects are added to the pipeline:  

	� McMichael Canadian Art Collection Capital Redevelopment  
	� Ontario Emergency Preparedness and Response Headquarters  
	� Ontario Place Parking Solution  

•	 Since IO’s June 2025 update, three major projects have reached substantial completion:   
	� Eglinton Crosstown West Extension – Advance Tunnel 1 Project  
	� QEW/Credit River Improvement Project  
	� West Lincoln Memorial Hospital 

You can access the full Update by clicking on the following link:

https://www.infrastructureontario.ca/4aaeee/contentassets/b0d7b52ef00142eaa6652a4ed45d6f5b/market-
update-oct-2025.pdf 

Glenn Ackerley and Former Speaker Ted Arnott Honoured  
COCA’s great friend, Glenn Ackerley, was recently presented with the Canadian Bar Association’s Construction 
& Infrastructure Award of Excellence.  Long overdue, this honour acknowledges Glenn’s dedicated, persistent 
and dogged pursuit of Construction Lien Act reform in Ontario and advocating for the implementation of 
prompt payment and adjudication in provinces across Canada and federally.  Congratulations Glenn and thank 
you for everything you have done to improve the workings of our industry.  

The former Speaker of the Ontario Legislature, The Honourable Ted Arnott, was recognized by the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association with the 2025 Parliamentarian Life-time Achievement Award for 
his 35 years of parliamentary service. A well-deserved recognition for one of the most honourable people 
ever to enter Ontario’s legislative chamber.  Congratulations Speaker Arnott!!!

https://www.infrastructureontario.ca/4aaeee/contentassets/b0d7b52ef00142eaa6652a4ed45d6f5b/market-update-oct-2025.pdf
https://www.infrastructureontario.ca/4aaeee/contentassets/b0d7b52ef00142eaa6652a4ed45d6f5b/market-update-oct-2025.pdf
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Cronyism the Dominating Theme Coming Out of Queen’s Park 
Here’s a definition of cronyism found on the internet, “Cronyism is the practice of favoring friends or 
colleagues by giving them jobs, contracts, or other benefits, often without regard to their qualifications.” 

There’s a drip, drip, drip of examples of cronyism coming out of the legislature these days with respect to how 
the government has been doling out Skills Development Fund monies to friends and supporters whose grant 
applications didn’t make the grade.  Every day, the opposition parties hammer the government with questions 
about grants to donors and close friends and demand the minister’s dismissal.  The Auditor General’s report 
on the SDF published on October 1st hung the scent of cronyism over the government.  That scent became an 
odor, then a smell and has turned into an intense stench and could be the overarching theme of the fall 2025 
session.  

The daily cascade of multiple specific examples of low scoring applicants that are friends and supporters of 
the government being favoured over higher scoring applicants that are not, is a huge embarrassment for a 
government whose slogan is “For the People”.  It’s also a major distraction for the government that would 
rather have its own positive priority messages of supporting Ontario businesses and workers and addressing 
the affordability crisis dominating the public dialogue.

NDP Leader Asks Integrity Commissioner to Investigate Potential Conflict of 
Interest 
NDP Leader, Marit Stiles has petitioned the province’s 
Integrity Commissioner to investigate a possible 
conflict of interest involving a Skills Development 
Fund grant.  Here are the bare facts: 

•	 Michael Rudderham is a lobbyist (Michael 
Rudderham Public Affairs) and acts for a firm 
called Keel Digital Solutions 

•	 Rudderham is also believed to be a friend of 
Minister of Labour Immigration Training and 
Skills Development, David Piccini 

•	 Minister Piccini appeared in media 
photographs with Keel Digital Solutions board 
member Peter Zakarow in ringside seats at a 
Toronto Maple Leafs-Florida Panthers hockey 
game in January 2023 when Piccini was 
Minister  of Environment Conservation and 
Parks  

•	 Keel Digital Solutions received more than $2 
million from the Skills Development Fund when 
Piccini was Minister of Labour Immigration 
Training and Skills Development 

•	 Minister Piccini attended the recent wedding 
of Michael Rudderham in Paris, France 

•	 Minister Piccini has stated that he always pays 
his own way and that Keel Digital Solutions 
provides much needed training for peer 
support workers for police officers 

Stiles’ concern is that lobbyist Michael Rudderham 
may have placed Minister Piccini, a public office 
holder, in a real or potential conflict of interest, 
contrary to the Lobbyists Registration Act.   
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Liberals Led By Boozary Could Best Ford PCs – Relay Strategies Poll 
CTV News recently reported on an online poll of 1,238 Ontarians conducted between October 10th and 13th 
2025 by Relay Strategies to determine how rumoured Ontario Liberal Party leadership candidates might fare in 
an election against Premier Doug Ford. 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/politics/queens-park/article/political-outsider-leads-ontario-liberal-
leadership-field-new-poll-suggests/  

Here are some interesting points copied from the CTV News story: 

•	 55 per cent of respondents have never heard of Lee Fairclough, 52 per cent have never heard of Nate 
Erskine-Smith, 48 per cent have never heard of Navdeep Bains, and 40 per cent have never heard of 
Karina Gould. 

•	 When respondents were shown photos, biographies, and social media content for three potential 
candidates, still, Andrew Boozary emerged as a clear front-runner.  

•	 Nearly half of Ontarians (48 per cent) said Boozary would make the best Ontario Liberal leader, 
compared to 30 per cent for Gould and 23 per cent for Erskine-Smith. 

•	 In a hypothetical provincial election matchup, Boozary was the only contender who would surpass 
Premier Doug Ford—with 52 per cent of Ontarians preferring Boozary as premier, compared to 48 per 
cent for Ford. 

•	 Among the Ontario Liberal voters, the most important leadership qualities are economic management 
experience (86 per cent), political experience (82 per cent), and perceived electability (81 per cent). 

•	 According to his LinkedIn page, Boozary is a primary care physician with a master’s degree in public 
policy from Princeton who is the Executive Director -Social Medicine and Population Health at the 
University Health Network and an Assistant Professor at the Dalla Lana School of Public Health at the 
University of Toronto 

The takeaways from this survey are that it’s early days, none of the candidates is well known and the field is 
wide open.

Aecon’s Agla Elected League Chair 
Congratulations to Stephen Agla who was elected to the position of Chair of the Board of Directors of the 
League of Champions at the LoC’s AGM on October 16th.  Stephen is EHS Director with Aecon and Health 
Safety and Security Director with ONxpress Transportation Partners (the consortium that was chosen 
by Metrolinx and IO to deliver the track, civil infrastructure and electrification infrastructure as part of 
Metrolinx’s GO Expansion program of which Aecon is a member).  He is well-qualified to lead this important 
group of construction health and safety ambassadors having earned both the NCSO and P.GSC designations. 

COCA is a longtime member of the LoC and the TCA’s John Mollenhauer and GVCA’s Jeff McIntyre are both 
continuing board members who  will support Stephen in his new role. Special thanks to outgoing Chair to 
Harold Reinders, CEO of Maple Reinders Group, whose outstanding leadership truly elevated the profile and 
effectiveness of The League!

https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/politics/queens-park/article/political-outsider-leads-ontario-liberal-leadership-field-new-poll-suggests/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/politics/queens-park/article/political-outsider-leads-ontario-liberal-leadership-field-new-poll-suggests/
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