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AgTalk helps farmers

gTalk, an on-line forum for farmers feeling stressed, is proving
effective in addressing mental health crises, according to execu-
tive director Merle Massie of the parent operation DoMoreAg.

Farmers can access AgTalk without revealing their identity through
a service called Togetherall.

The 2025 annual report showed that 73 per cent of people who joined
AgTalk are not engaged in formal mental health support, meaning
AgTalk is their only outside support. “Thirty-eight per cent of them
report past thoughts of suicide or self-harm. These people are not feel-
ing well,” she said.

“Eighty per cent reported their mental health as poor or very poor,
and 42 per cent said that they shared something on Togetherall that
they’ve never shared with anyone else.”
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Your Stabling, Feed, Manure,
Grain & Equipment Dealer
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1- IH 5100 18 Run Grain Dr|II femllzer &
grass seed, press wheels ............. $6,595

1-Sunflower 5530 Cultivator, walking tandems,
levelling controls, 4 bar flex harrows. Ready ....$13,995
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1-Farm King 480 Grain Cleaner w/8” x 11’
load auger motor & control ................. $4,895

1-Artex 200 single axle spring nde vertical
beaters, Guillotine gate, 550/45x22.5 low pro
tires, 1000 PTO....0ur Rental Unit.......$49,500

Penta 8030 TMR Mixer, 1000 RPM, 2 spd trans, front 2 side sliding unl. conveyor,

1EAr COMMOUILY HOOT ........vveverieeceecie sttt ettt ettt enss s $98,900
USED 1-Patz 420 TMR Mixer, 1000 PTO, front unl. conveyor, 1 Side RH Unl.

Conveyor, SCale, VEIY GOOM ...........c.uevveveciiecieesiesresiess s sessesses s sassssses $26,995
NEW 1 Only. Farm King 12 wheel easy rake w/ kicker wheels, all hydr. fold................ $16,995
H&S Hay Machine, Tedder and 4 Wheel Rake, 2 in 1........ccocuveveeeenerererneissssssineiens $2,995
1-Walco W6, 6’ Rotary 3PH Cutter, 540 PTO.........ocrmeerremrerrnrerreeesnseeneesssessseessseesnnees $2,890
MLC Mustang Dump Trailer, all galvanized, 8 Tonne tandem............ccccoecververrerncrnns $7,995
MF 7515 Forage Blower 540 PTO, Built by Dion Machinery, Nice Shape.........c...ccc...... $5,795
1-Agrimetal elec. small Bale Chopper W/MOLOr ..........ccuuevververieessisses e $2,595
1-AGI BX2-1515LP Truck Unl. Conveyor, eleCtriC driVe...........covvvevvververeersrenersereienns $5,800
NEW 1-AGI (westfield) 10”x61’, swing auger, hyd scissor lift, Special Deal................ $21,500

1-8” x 60’ Farm King Auger, 540 PTO........cccccoornerrmrnnrnneernrnninsinsennens
NEW 1-Farm King 10”x 60’ Back saver, swing auger, 540 PTO, hyd. lift
1-Badger 950, 16’ Forage Wagon, Tandem 12 T, Nice Unit ..........ocoeereveneeneerneerneeneiens
NEW 1 - 8.5ft x 24 ft tube style hay rack on Martin 4212 - 12t wagon

LT R L TN $8,995
NEW 1 - Greekbank 8530 -30ft mesh top wagon horst 365 -21t tandem wagon,

425/65 x 22.5 used truck tires, lights & hd rear hitch..........cc.cccoveveveivrcnrissneicceen, $14,995
NEW 1 - Greekbank 8530 — 30ft mesh top wagon on Martin 6215 — 15t with

355/50%22.5 tires, rear hitch & IGhtS........cocueveiiineseieiee s $13,995

Several Used Silo Unloaders, available all size, ring drive & pack drive, All units come rebuilt
and w/warranty

NEW JBS 2648 Spreader, vertical beaters, 1000 rpm guillotine gate, 600/50 x 22.5 tires,
SPING AXIES .vvvvvvervesrrisesssessiee st s bbbt $105,500

1-Richard Western DV130 Manure Spreader, Vertical Beater, 1000RPM, Warranty....$69,500

1-Artex 350 Spreader, Vertical Beaters, 1000 RPM PTO guillotine gate,
spring ride, tandem axles, 500/45X22.5 HirES ........ccevvverierreerseresiesessess s

NH 795 Manure Spreader, dble. beater/tail gate, 16.1x16.5 tires..........c..........
IH 570 Manure Spreader, twin beater, tandem axle, 540 PTO, tail gate....
1-IHC 495, 20’ Disc w/vertical till blades, hyd. WiNGS..........cocovrrenrernrrneinrennreeesssssnssnnes
INT 45, 18’ Cultivator, vibra shank with Salford roller basket.............ccccocververeenrninennes

1-JD 8 12’ Gultipacker, hyd lift w/spring teeth ...
1 ONLY, Bearclaw 20T Construction Dumper, 650x26.50 tire,
fold over tail gate, DIrAKES.........c.cocuucvuciceieceeee st b i $68,500

Y% Production

lgnoring notice requirements
can be costly for contractors

Builders are advised to not perform any change in work without a
change order or directive in place

BY JOHN MINER, Ontario Farmer

Stratford - One way contractors can end up on the losing
end of a legal dispute is to make changes during construc-
tion without doing the required paperwork, the Canadian
Barn Builders Association was told.

“If you really want to lose money or get into a lawsuit, one
of the best ways to go is to do the work without a change order
or change directive,” lawyer Ted Dreyer told the association’s
recent annual conference.

Chair of the board of directors of the Council of Ontario

Construction Associations, Dreyer said he appreciates con-  Ted Dreyer: In the
tractors work under time pressures and there is an assump- ~ case of concealed
tion of good faith on the part of the owner. Butherecommends ~ Site conditions, such
that contractors not to perform any changes in their work ~asanold
without the change order or directive in place. underground storage

For a change directive, the parties describe the nature of ~ tank or foundation,
the change and agree the contract price will be adjusted by ~ the contractor only
the difference in costs between the original and the changed ~ has five business
work. The difference in time to complete the work is also ~ days to give notice
part of the directive. to the ownerin

One common mistake contractors and subcontractors ~accordance with a
make with change directives is that they don’t keep adequate ~ CCDC 2 standard
records to prove the cost of the additional work. form general

Dreyer said he has adjudicated cases where the series of ~contract

time sheets to support a claim just say eight hours, eight
hours, and eight hours. What is needed when work is done with a change directive is to
set out the time spent on the aspect of the work affected by the change.

“Ideally you would have something other than eight hours because it’s not very helpful
unless all of that time relates to the work that was changed.”

Dreyer said contractors also need to pay particular attention to the required notice
periods. It is important to know that the courts interpret these clauses really strictly.

“If you don’t give notice at all, if you give notice late, if your notice is unclear, if you
give your notice to the wrong person, there’s a good chance you’re going to lose your
claim for increased costs,” he said.

In the case of concealed site conditions, such as an old underground storage tank or
foundation, the contractor only has five business days pursuant to a standard form CCDC
contract to give notice of the unforeseen site conditions to the owner. Missing the dead-
line means the contractor will likely lose a claim for increased costs arising from the
unknown site condition.

For delays caused by mistakes by the owner, consultant or contractor, the required
notice period for a claim pursuant to a CCDC 2 standard form general contract is within
10 working days of the onset of the delay. It is the same notice period for Force Majeure
events that can include abnormally adverse weather, fires, strikes and lockouts.

What’s important with either of these types of delay is that notice is given within 10
workdays of the onset of the delay.

“If you don’t, you’ve got a problem,” Dreyer said.

In situations where a contractor intends to claim an increase for a change in the cost
of goods, the contract law requires written notice be given in a “timely fashion.”

Aftermarket ROPS and shades

ron Bull makes a wide range of Rollover

Protective Structures (ROPS) and can-
opies for tractors of all sizes. Tractor roll-
overs are a leading cause of fatal injuries
on farms, but Iron Bull certified aftermar-
ket tractor ROPS and universal shade can-
opies keep users safe without impacting
the tractor’s performance, or style.

Tractor ROPS protect the operatorinthe T
event of a tractor rollover, while the canopy attached to this structure protects the
operator from harmful exposure to constant sunlight and the risk of skin cancer. Iron
Bull certified ROPS are ideal for older tractors that lack this critical safety
equipment.

Easy-to-install, certified Iron Bull ROPS are available to fit leading brands of trac-
tors, including International, John Deere, Oliver, and Ford.




