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In-person meetings help move building projects along

Builders advised to also understand
a site’s sensitivities and constraints
early in the approval process

BY JOHN MINER, Ontario Farmer

tratford - Michelle Dada has advice for farm
builders trying to navigate their way through
the regulatory approvals process for a project.

A consulting engineer and founder of MNT
Consulting Group, Dada said there has been a
shift to online application processes, particularly
coming out of Covid times.

While online processes can be great, she recom-
mends builders push to meet the people in a
municipality responsible for approving a project
as a group.

“That is where I
really think we could
tighten up efficiency,”
Dada told the Canadian
Farm Builders Associ-
ation conference in
Stratford.

“I’'m a huge advocate
for requesting in-per-
son meetings, request-
ing group gatherings,
verses silo meetings, or
email trails that go
around for months.”

The layers of regula-
tion and separate
requirements such as site plan approvals, green
development standards, or zoning certificates has
led municipalities to break the functions into dif-
ferent groups within their organizations.

“You might work in one municipality, but you
are dealing with three or four departments in the
municipality that you don’t feel are speaking to
one another,” she said.

“Let’s get everyone in the room and go through
it.”

Dada’s consulting company specializes in rural,
shoreline and agricultural development across
Ontario, working with builders and regulators.

In her 20 years of experience, Dada said she has
seen faster approvals when there is pre-consulta-
tion, giving regulators the opportunity to com-
ment on a project before it is fully developed.

“You have the opportunity to take those com-
ments back and make some tweaks that can
smooth things out for everybody,” she said.

In the pre-consultation meetings with municipal
planning staff, Dada said builders should ask
questions and identify constraints, know where
they don’t have wiggle room on a site.

“If we know we are going to need a fire route
onsite because the fire officer is saying it is some-
thing they are not going to budge on, let’s get that
accommodated.”

There are a number of issues that can stall a

Michelle Dada: “Let’s
get everyone in the
room and go through it”

Two other resolutions

wo other resolutions that were approved call

for the OPVG to promote Ontario-grown, pro-
cessing vegetable crops, to educate consumers
about their value, and to develop a promotional
strategy that will be periodically reviewed.

Other resolutions related to the processing
cucumber crop, crop insurance program, the Farm
Products Marketing Commission, and providing
improved access by growers to research findings.

project, she said.

Zoning is a big one. Then there are septic system
requirements, wells, and fire protection.

There has been a big uptick in the requirement
for fire routes on sites, Dada said.

What has worked in speeding up the process
from her perspective is to start by looking at the
site and the servicing requirements instead of just
the building plans. Understand the site’s sensitiv-
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MF 3525 Tractor, 8 Spd, 2WD, 108 HP, 6 Cylinder 354
Perkins Engine, Faded Paint, No Dings, Runs Great,
3 PTH, PTO, 20.8 X 38 Tires @ 90%, 11.00 X 16 Front
Tires, Triple REMOLES ......cvvevvecvrcreeeeererierieeens $23,500

Cat D5H LGP Dozer, cab, 120 hp, 11'6” blade,
34” wide tracks, very nice tracks & rollers, low hours on
rebuilt engine, very good sprockets, owner retiring, good
appearance, 1994 model, high drive...........c.cccccceee $45,500

ities and constraints early.

Dada said a big shift for the development indus-
try is the coming consolidation of conservation
authorities. One of the goals is to have one portal
for all applications.

“Each conservation authority can have slightly
different rules and interpretations so I think it
would be good to see that simplified and made
more consistent across the board.”

John Deere 750 15’ No Till Drill w/Dry Fert., Attachment
Conversion, As New Blades, Markers, DoIIy Hitch
Attachment, 24 Run, 7 %2” Space, Very Good Bushings, Good
Appearance, Has Dry Fert. Box Off an IH Drill, 21 Run
Mounted On Front, Quality Machine...............c........ $29,750

Kubota UL17 Mini Excavator, Hyd Width Adjust Able
Tracks w/16” & 24” Bucket, 2018-Year, Diesel Engine Only
714 Hrs, As New Condition, Excellent Selling To Due To
Dissolving Partnership ............c...ooeeeeeerrereerencerennn: $32,500

Wilrich Field Cultivator, 22, 10’ Narrow Base, Spring
Cushion C-Tines, Walking Tandem On Base, Hyd Wheel
Controlled Wheel On Wing w/Rear Harrow, Double Buster Bar
Harrow, Worn Teeth w/Buster Bar Follower As Nice, New
Hoses, New Tires & NEW 7" SWEEPS .....uuvvvverssnnnns @ $6,950

John Deere 3010 Tractor, 55 Hp w/Only 2441 Hrs, Gas Engine, Factory
Remotes, 1 Set Of Rear & 1 At Cowl, Super Nice Condition w/ Extra Tidy
Year-Round Cab w/ Heater, Removeable Window & Doors, Nice Cab Interior,
13.6x38 Goodyear Rears (Original) 30-40%, Original Top Link, Seat Is Torn,
Very Well Maintained And Unblemished Appearance..... $9,750
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MF (Fermec) 640 Perkins 1004.4, 4 Cyl, Approx.
68 Hp w/16.9x24 Tires, Wheel Weights, Power
Shuttle Transmission, Cab w/Loader, 3400 Hrs, 3 PTH
& PTO w/Cab & Air, Industrial H Duty Loader, 1 Rear
Remote, 2WD $25,900

International 574 Tractor Loader, Quick Attach 2250
Loader w/Dual Spool Valve & 5 Material Bucket,
16.9x30 Rears @ 60%, Approx. 2650 Hrs w/Rear
Remote, Dual Valve (2 Outlet), Runs Nice.......... $9,950

New Leader Line Spreader, 20" Slat Apron Mounted On
10 Ton Wagon w/13.6 X 16.1 Flotation Tires, 540 PTO Drive Very
Good Condition, 8 Bolt Rims, Very Good Condition, Rocking
Bolster, Only Used w/Lime, Adjustable Tongue 10’ Long Box
If Needed Could Change To 425 X 22.5 Tires ................ $5,950

Knives, 4 Wheel w/Endways Transport, 1000 PTO,

25” notched front blades, 22” rear notched, good rugged

Disassembled For Transport, Paint Faded ......... $5,950 f| spring C shaped, 4 wheel transport w/11Lx15 tires, split
gang, good appearance & good condition, d|sassembled

Model #9PKH, JD Senal Plate, Very Good Overall
Appearance, Heavy Duty Bearings, 9” Spacing w/Cylinder,
Blades Are Blackened, Good Field Ready Cond. ..... $8,850
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Brillion 25’ Crowfoot Packer, 9' Dual Wheel Base, Hyd
Folding Wings, Very Good 20” Crowfoot Wheel
w/Cylinder, Low Acre w/Good Hoses, Nice.............. $9,950
Disassembled for Transport, Lots of Others In Stock

Our Price

As New (Demo) Braber 3 PTH, 5” Hyd Feed Wood
Chipper, Flywheel, Cutting Blades, 540 Shear Pin
Protected, PTO, Weighs 800Ibs, w/Roller Control,
30 To 100 Hp Rating, Orange In Colour List @ $6,000

MF 202 TLB gas, shuttle trans, 24” backhoe bucket,
looks ugly runs nice, 14.9x24 tires, needs paint, good
bushings, no leaks, side shift frame style for digging
against walls or foundation.. $6500................. $5,900

$3,950

BROS. TRACTOR INC.

EZ FINANCING AVAILABLE
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Hwys. 5, 8 & 52 at Peters Gorners, Dundas, Ontario
www.marshbros.com
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Used Hutchmaster 9 1/2’ Offset Disc, 23 12" Notched Blades
on Front, 25” Notched on Rear, 4 Wheel Transport, Paint Is
Faded (Same Disc As Case) Good Strong Unit..... @ $9,850 Py
Others From 6’ In Stock

905-627-9281
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o Tuesday, April 14, 2026 - Get farm news updates at ONTARIOFARMER.COM



