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Important building code changes for farm buildings

At the recent Canadian Farm Builders Associ-
ation Conference, Gerald Moore, CEO of
RSM Building Consultants, highlighted several
updates to the Ontario Building Code that could
significantly impact farm construction.

While some of these changes may appear minor,
Moore emphasized that they can affect project
costs, timelines, and approvals in a meaningful
way.

1. Larger buildings may now require both an engi-
neer and an architect

Moore noted that for farm buildings over 600
square metres, the code now appears to require
both a professional engineer and an architect.

“In the past, we’ve designed these buildings with
engineers alone,” Moore explained. “This change
caught a lot of people off guard.”

This could mean:

- Higher design costs

- More coordination between professionals

- Potential delays if requirements aren’t clarified

early

Moore suggested the wording may have been
unintended, but stressed that municipalities are
likely to enforce it as written.

What this means for you: Moore recommends
confirming with your local municipality early in
the process whether both professionals will be
required.

2. New ventilation requirements

According to Moore, another important update
is that large farm buildings must now meet stricter
ventilation rules under the code.

“This puts more responsibility on the design side
to ensure air quality requirements are being met,”
Moore said.

This may involve:

- More detailed ventilation system design

- Review by a qualified professional (typically a

professional mechanical engineer)

What this means for you: Moore advises farmers
to expect additional attention—and possibly cost—
related to ventilation in larger buildings.

3. Doors may need to swing outward
Moore also pointed to changes requiring exterior
doors to swing outward (in the direction of exit).
“In high-occupancy buildings, that makes per-
fect sense,” Moore said. “But farm buildings typi-
cally have very low occupant loads.”
He acknowledged practical challenges such as:
- Snow and ice blocking doors
- Equipment or materials restricting movement
Moore noted that some municipalities are accept-
ing alternative solutions, while others are not.
What this means for you: Moore recommends
discussing door swing early with your municipal-
ity—either plan for outward-swinging doors or
agree on an alternative approach before construc-
tion begins.

4. No clear rule right now for building separation

Moore also highlighted that previous guidance
recommending about 30 metres between farm
buildings to reduce fire risk is not clearly included
in the current code.

“That requirement used to be there, and now it’s
not,” Moore explained. “Right now, the reality is
the law isn’t in place.”

While this may offer flexibility, Moore cautioned
that it also introduces risk.

What this means for you: Moore recommends

at what the legislation actually says.”
Moore’s advice to farmers:
- Speak with your municipality early
- Confirm requirements before finalizing plans
- Work with qualified professionals familiar with
current code changes
Taking these steps upfront, Moore noted, can
help avoid costly delays and complications down
the road.

continuing to follow reasonable building separation
practices, even if they are not explicitly required,
to reduce fire risk and avoid future complications.

Final thoughts

Moore emphasized that even small wording
changes in the code can have major impacts.

“The court doesn’t care whether we think it’s a
good change or a mistake,” Moore said. “They look

Wilmar 600 Fert Spreader, 6 Ton, New Spinners, New
Paint w/Tarp, 40ft Spread Width, 540 PTO Has Hyd
Brakes On Front Axle(Not Activated) 540 PTO, Very Good
Professionally Rebuilt Frame w/New Paint, Tandem Axle
W/16.5 X 16.1 TIES ....vvvveivveriirieereireseeid $15,950

Easi-Load - Seed Tender, 3 Tote Bulk Carrier, 8 Hp Honda
Electric Start Hyd Operated Poly Auger Appox 16ft Long Bed
w/Tote Lock Downs, 205-90-D15 Trailer Tires, Very Good
Condition, Gooseneck Hitch, Tongue Approx. 7t Long Overall
Width Approx. 7ft Tandem Axle, Good...... ..$14,950

Large Selection of New Trail Type Dump Trallers
by Creekbank 2 Ton...@ $2,850; 3 Ton w/Tandem
Axle...@ $3,650; 5 Ton...@ $6,200; 8 Ton...@ $7,550
Also, John BM 6x10' Deck 8 Ton ...@ $8,000; 12 Tons
From...$11,600; Also, 15 Ton Dirt Boss..............
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Agriease Box Scrapers & Laneway Graders, 3PT & Pull
Type 3PTH Models 6'......@ $1,450; 7'...... !

...... @ $1,850 w/Ripping Shanks & 2 Angled Grader Blades
5’ “““ @$1,700& 7'......@ $2,275; 8' Model.... @ $2,350

Belarus 300 Tractor Loader, 30 Hp, PTO, 3PTH,
Diesel, 11.9x28 Tires @ 95% Some Weather Cracks
w/Leon 490 Quick Attach Loader w/5’ Bucket, Only
69 Hrs, From EState.........cccoovvevuereeeerecreeerrnnnns $7,500

Wilmar 500, 5 Ton Fertilizer Spreader, Very Good
Condition, Just Through Shop, Had New Paint, Looks
Good and Works Well, Twin Spinner, Nice 12.5L X 15
Tires, 540 PTO $12,900

New Agriease Ditchbank Hammer Mower w/Hyd
Offset & Hyd Tilt 63" Cult 3pth Weighs 770Ibs 30-50HP
Rating Tilts 53° & Fold to Vertical @ 90° 2025
Stock $5,450
Also 56" cut $5,150

John Deere Model 3100 5 Shank Inline Ripper,
3 PTH, Shear Belt Trip w/Very Good Points
w/Spring Cushion Coulters, Excellent Appearance &
V Good Cond., 30" Shank Spacing Adjustable....$10,900

John Deere Rotary Cutters, Good Selection, Model 1418,
3 PTH w/4 Composite Wheels, Semi Mount, Good Hood,
1000 PTO, Faded Paint..............cooevevererrerrereres @ $4,950
Also, JD 1008, 8, 3 PTH Twin Tail Wheels, Runs &
Looks Good. $6,550
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Heavy Duty Destroyer Mower, Agnease 6’ Cut w/H
Duty Hammers For Orchards, Vineyards Or Just Fence
Row Cleansing, Hyd Offset, 1300lb Weight, 50 To
70 Hp Rating, New List $13,500 - 1 Only
Old Stock $8,500

John Deere 24ft Field 0ult|vator Model 960, Walking
Tandem, Single Wheel on Wing w/5 Bar Flex Harrow, As
New 7” Sweeps, Good Appearance, Very Good Condition,
Straight Tongue, Disassembled For Transport.....$10,950

Wilrich 22ft Field Cultivator, Model 2500 Walking
Tandem, 10ft Base w/6ft Hyd Wing w/Hyd Gauge Wheels,
As New Tires, Complete w/4 Bar Field Tine Harrow, Very
Good Appearance, Excellent Condition, V. Good 9”
Sweeps, Nice, Disassembled For Transport.......... $7,550

John Deere 7000, 6 Row Narrow (30”) Corn Planter,
Finger Style Plateless, Good Hoppers & Lids, Good
Appearance, Good Press Wheels, Good Dry Hoppers,
No Monitor & No Insecticides, Good Markers,
Good Augers $10,500
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Belco TAR RIVER 81” 3PTH Rotary Tiller, 2 Years Old,
Good Blades w/Slip Clutch, Can Till Up to 7” Deep,
45 to 60 Hp, Balance of 5 Year Warranty, 540 PTO, Stored
Inside, Reg. Sell @ $3,900, 1 Only! FromsGood

2,950
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EZ FINANCING AVAILABLE

* / k'I,.ALFI--.“"DI"I

BROS. TRACTOR INC.

Internatmnal 4800 Cultivator, 28ft to 32ft Spnng
Cushion C-Tine Shanks, Walking Tandem Base & Walking
Tandem on Wing w/12ft Base, 9ft Wing w/Extensions w/
Finger Harrows, Good SWEepS...........c...ocvuerernes $12,900

Vicon 300 Imp Gallon (1400 Litre) Sprayer, Pull Type
w/Electric Controls, Manual. Great Appearance, 11L X 15
Tires, Comet Diaphragm Pump, 540 PTO, Self Levellmg,
35ft Boom, Always Shedded Till Now...
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New 8%2X 30 Heavy Duty Mesh JBM Racks wlLED Rear Lights w/Rear Plugs,
Extended Rear Hitch, Heavy Duty w/Riser Kit Mounted On New Unused 275 14
Ton Double Reach Wagon wiUsed 425 X 22.5 Tires w/Safety Chain....$22,000
For The Pair Or $11,300 Each.
New 2026 Production, Just Arrived
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Hwys. 5, 8 & 52 at Peters Gorners, Dundas, Ontario
905-627-9281 www.marshbros.com
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